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A Note from the Editors
This Spe­cial Is­sue of The Po­lish Qu­ar­ter­ly of In­ter­na­tio­nal Af­fa­irs in­c­lu­des con­tri­bu­tions from fu­tu­re spe­akers and par­ti­ci­pants of the NATO Ad­van­ced Re­se­arch Work­shop (ARW) “The Per­se­ve­ran­ce of Ter­ro­rism: Fo­cus on Le­aders.” The work­shop will be held 24-26 April 2013 in Bel­gra­de, Ser­bia. PISM ana­lyst Kac­per Rę­ka­wek se­rves as co-di­rec­tor of the ARW along with Mar­ko Mi­lo­se­vic of the Bel­gra­de Cen­tre for Se­cu­ri­ty Po­li­cy (BCSP).
 The ob­jec­ti­ves of the ARW are as fol­lows: 1. to as­sess the lon­ge­vi­ty and per­se­ve­ran­ce of the ter­ro­rist thre­at to both NATO mem­bers and NATO part­ner co­un­tries; 2. to es­ta­blish the extent to which ater­ro­rist thre­at is de­pen­dent on the le­ader­ship of ater­ro­rist gro­up, or­ga­ni­sa­tion or ne­twork; 3. to dis­se­mi­na­te know­led­ge and exchan­ge in­for­ma­tion abo­ut the re­cent sta­te of scho­lar­ship and exper­ti­se re­la­ted to co­un­te­ring ter­ro­rism; 4. to es­ta­blish long-la­sting links and ne­tworks amongst work­shop par­ti­ci­pants; 5. to streng­then the links be­twe­en aca­de­mia and the think tank com­mu­ni­ty; 6. to pro­vi­de par­ti­ci­pants with aplat­form of con­tact with the world’s most es­ta­bli­shed ter­ro­rism experts; 7. to cri­ti­cal­ly as­sess the exi­sting know­led­ge re­la­ted to co­un­te­ring ter­ro­rism and to iden­ti­fy gaps; 8. to iden­ti­fy chal­len­ges to po­li­cy-orien­ted re­se­arch on le­ader­ship of ter­ro­rist gro­ups, or­ga­ni­sa­tions and ne­tworks in the post-bin La­den age; 9. to of­fer astruc­tu­red set of so­lu­tions to co­un­ter-ter­ro­rism prac­ti­tio­ners on how to ap­pro­ach the is­sue of le­ader­ship in ter­ro­rist gro­ups, or­ga­ni­sa­tions and ne­tworks, and how to ad­dress this is­sue in the most ef­fi­cient man­ner; 10. to pro­du­ce gu­ide­li­nes and ide­as for fu­tu­re re­se­arch ave­nu­es in the field of ter­ro­rism stu­dies. More in­for­ma­tion on the ARW, in­c­lu­ding the in­for­ma­tion she­et and spe­aker’s bios, is ava­ila­ble at: www.pism.pl/Re­se­arch/Pro­jects/PISM-is-ad­mi­ni­ste­ring-a-NATO-grant-from-the-scien­ce-for-pe­ace-and-se­cu­ri­ty-pro­gram­me-sps.
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RICHARD ENGLISH
Introduction
It is ar­gu­able that ter­ro­rism re­se­arch has been trans­for­med even more than ter­ro­rism it­self du­ring the years sin­ce the atro­ci­ty of 9/11. This excel­lent col­lec­tion of pa­pers re­flects on some of the more exci­ting trends that have de­ve­lo­ped, in­ter­ro­ga­tes some of the more an­gu­lar pro­blems that per­sist, and draws de­eply on case-stu­dy exper­ti­se in or­der to move nu­me­ro­us de­ba­tes on ter­ro­rism and co­un­ter-ter­ro­rism very help­ful­ly for­ward.
 The sub­jects co­ve­red here are not all ones that will ap­pe­al to the squ­eamish. Does “de­ca­pi­ta­tion” of ter­ro­rist le­ader­ships work? If so, why, and un­der what cir­cum­stan­ces, and at what cost? Is the in­te­gra­tion of ter­ro­ri­sts into sta­te ne­tworks and struc­tu­res ju­sti­fied and ef­fec­ti­ve as aco­un­ter-ter­ro­rist tac­tic? How far sho­uld we con­cen­tra­te on ter­ro­rist le­aders any­way? The case stu­dies ran­ge from Egypt to Al­ge­ria to Spa­in to Fran­ce to Den­mark. Such im­pres­si­ve ba­lan­ce helps avo­id some of the pro­blems that have hin­de­red ter­ro­rism re­se­arch in re­cent years, such as an ove­rem­pha­sis on Al Qa­eda (the­re are pro­ba­bly now more pe­ople stu­dy­ing Al Qa­eda than are ac­tu­al­ly in it), or the lack of scru­ti­ny of tho­se po­li­cies which have in prac­ti­ce wor­ked ra­ther well aga­inst non-sta­te ter­ro­rist gro­ups.
 Hi­sto­ri­cal­ly, ter­ro­rism has chan­ged world po­li­tics much more po­wer­ful­ly thro­ugh the pro­vo­ca­tion of lar­ge-sca­le sta­te re­ac­tions than it has thro­ugh its own (ad­mit­te­dly per­ni­cio­us and blo­od-spat­te­red) di­rec­tly vio­lent ef­fects. Both the 20th and 21st cen­tu­ries be­gan with in­ci­dents of ter­ro­rist vio­len­ce, sta­te re­ac­tions to which trans­for­med po­li­tics and in­ter­na­tio­nal re­la­tions. This was cle­ar­ly far more de­le­te­rio­us in the case of the First World War than that of the War on Ter­ror, but the bro­ad and una­vo­ida­ble po­int re­ma­ins: it is sta­te re­spon­ses to ter­ro­rist atro­ci­ties that pro­vi­de the most im­por­tant va­ria­ble in this an­ti­pho­nal re­la­tion­ship as it chan­ges world hi­sto­ry in va­rio­us ways.
 And the con­nec­tion be­twe­en ter­ro­ri­sts and co­un­ter-ter­ro­ri­sts is in­de­ed re­la­tio­nal, mu­tu­al­ly sha­ping, and even in­ti­ma­te. All scho­lars of ter­ro­rism who have wor­ked clo­se-up to the­ir sub­jects and who have also de­alt with co­un­ter-ter­ro­rist ac­tors re­co­gni­se the mu­tu­al yet ho­sti­le un­der­stan­ding that can de­ve­lop be­twe­en ter­ro­ri­sts and co­un­ter-ter­ro­ri­sts du­ring pe­riods of cat-and-mo­use con­flict. The chal­len­ge for scho­lars is to try to draw out from such at­tri­tio­nal pat­terns of en­ga­ge­ment hi­sto­ri­cal les­sons that will al­low us to fast-for­ward to­wards ef­fec­ti­ve po­li­cies and to­wards li­mi­ting hu­man da­ma­ge; this will avo­id our stum­bling blo­odi­ly to­wards an­swers for which we al­re­ady had the in­for­ma­tion to grasp amid the emer­gent cri­ses them­se­lves.
 The­se im­pres­si­ve pa­pers, au­tho­red by par­ti­ci­pants of the NATO Ad­van­ced Re­se­arch Work­shop (NATO, ARW 9884495: “The Per­se­ve­ran­ce of Ter­ro­rism: Fo­cus on Le­aders”) and ga­the­red to­ge­ther here by the co-di­rec­tor of the Work­shop, the ma­na­ging edi­tor of The Po­lish Qu­ar­ter­ly of In­ter­na­tio­nal Af­fa­irs and apio­ne­ering young Po­lish scho­lar, Dr. Kac­per Rę­ka­wek, make asi­gni­fi­cant and va­lu­able con­tri­bu­tion to that pro­cess of un­der­stan­ding.
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